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“The fire confined to the fireplace was no doubt for man the
first object of reverie, the invitation to repose... It leads to a
very special kind of attention which has nothing in common
with the attention involved in watching or observing. Very
rarely is it utilised for any other kind of contemplation”

“Every Building must be designed and constructed in

such a way that in the event of an outbreak of fire in a
neighbouring building, the spread of fire to the building is
inhibited. The Roof of a building, including any rooflights,
should have a low vulnerability if not more than 6m from the
boundary.”

This proposal for a residential and retail development in
Edinburgh’s New Town dwells on the phenomenology of
Fire, through a study of its regulatory context in building.
Three dwellings and a bakery are organised around four
chimneys. The chimneys centralise the vertical circulation
and provision of facilities for each building. The chimneys
are located 6 metres in from the site boundary. The
perimeter of the site is formed by a protective, invulnerable
wall, controlling limited glimpses between inside and out.
The interior opens up to form an intimate courtyard, framed
by lightweight and vulnerable walls. At night, the flickering
of domestic lights in the courtyard form a campfire for the
street.

A sustainable form of architectural design must take
account of the social and economic issues as well as those
of the environment. In my proposal the fireplaces in my
proposal provide integrated facilities designed to make
home heating (in which grey water recycling plays a part)
and cooking more efficient. Fire’s utilitarian function is
reinvigorated. Technically, the thermal mass and insulation
assists the building’s environmental robustness and with
locally sourced brick and timber materials, embodied
energy aims to be kept low.

The social scale is also important in the inner city where
an an acknowledged proximity and shared courtyard help
improve interaction and a sense of community. In order to
strive for a more sustainable future, a shared appreciation
of how we live as individuals within a wider context seems
essential.
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Fireside Manners

3 Dwellings and a Bakery
Northumberland Place, Edinburgh

Chimney location diagram

Scottish Building Standards Agency
FIRE
Regulation 2.8.1: Spread from Neighbouring Buildings

Every Building must be designed and constructed in such a way that in the
event of an outbreak of fire in a neighbouring building, the spread of fire to the
building is inhibited. The Roof of a building, including any rooflights, should have
a low vulnerability if not more than 6m from the boundary
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Sections, plans and axonometric of typical chimney / fire / stair / kitchen arrangement
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Gaston Bachelard
The Psychoanalysis of Fire

The fire confined to the fireplace was no doubt for man the first
object of reverie, the invitation to repose... It leads to a very spe-
cial kind of attention which has nothing in common with the atten-
tion involved in watching or observing. Very rarely is it utilised for
any other kind of contemplation
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Renders showing entry sequence; courtyard, log-store, fire, stair, kitchen
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Detail of Stair with heated handrail
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Renders of Bakery
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Axonometric showing rooflights, roof, perimeter walls, courtyard walls & chimneys

Courtyard at Night
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Courtyard at Night
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Context Model Model of Proposed
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Section of Courtyard Interior Renders of Dwellings
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